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Modern art is a topic that has attracted differing perceptions especially where the function of the art is concerned. There are numerous publications that have been made in attempts to define what modern art should be or what it should do. Two of such examples of differing literature include one by Gustave Courbet (1819-77) from Realist Manifesto 1855 and one by Oscar Wilde with the title The Picture of Dorian Gray. Courbet’s in the Realist Manifesto 1855 goes on to depict what modern art is to him, applying an individualized look at the function of art and what it should be or do for him, at an individual level. Wilde, on the other hand, depicts what art means from the artist’s point of view. He attempts to demonstrate what creating art feels like for the artist behind a masterpiece and in the form of a short poem-like narration, offers that experience of what modern art should do for the artist. The popular school of thought depicts modern art as rejecting history and conservative values, with an inclination towards innovation and experimentation with form, a tendency to abstraction, and almost always, a social and or political agenda at its backdrops, inspiring the creation. 
The denoted philosophies by the two authors to be analyzed in this essay compare in that they both agree on the individuality of modern art. Both authors tend to agree that modern art should act to depict or relay to the world what the artist is experiencing. Courbet (1819-77) demonstrates that art should draw from the artist’s personal “knowledge of the whole tradition a reasoned and independent sense of … own individuality”. He appraises art here as depicting the personal experiences of the artist which is collaborated by Wilde in his connotation that art “no artist desires to prove anything” and that the artists n there creation are not in competition which other, but simply looking to convey what is beautiful to them. With these sentiments, Wilde is also reinforcing the idea that modern art is all about the individual experiences of the artists and how they want to portray these experiences on canvas. 
Secondly, the two essays by these two authors examined in this essay compare in that they both consider art to bear surface meanings and no other hidden meaning as it attested in many pieces of art produced by various authors Courbet considers art as a “physical language, the words of which consist of all visible objects”, which implies that, modern art conveys messages by the physical objects and forms used in creating the art and not the abstract themes and correlations that are wrongfully ascribed to art such as trying to read into what hidden message the art could be passing along. The same message is reinforced by Wilde in which he notes that “All art is at once surface and symbol” which to me, points to the fact that art bears a surface meaning of what can be appreciated by the eye from what is depicted in the art and no other hidden meaning. 
The two author’s views of the function of modern art are quite different. For Courbet (1819-77), modern art should be that which is able to depict explicitly the ideas, manners, and appearance of the artist’s time that they can see at the time of creation, without paying any reference to history or historical events that occurred years ago. In this sense, modern art acts a mirror of the society in which the artist lived. In contrast, Wilde considers art as being a mirror of the viewer, in this case, the audience or who he termed as the ‘spectator’ in his essay. He depicts art as being able to be broken down to its original components that are surface or face value and symbols. Therefore, the meaning that one wants to assign to the art that they are appreciating directly derives from who they are as a person, their personality, fears, experiences, and so on. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the essay that is most akin to my belief of what modern art should be or do is Wilde’s essay, The Picture of Dorian Grey. I tend to agree with his argument that the meaning of art is highly subjective and tends to derive from the intrinsic nature and characteristics of the individual interpreting the art. In support of this claim, it is not uncommon for two people to have completely different views of the same piece of art, each meaning tending to make a lot of sense once they are appreciated from the interpreter’s point of view. The fault of Courbet’s essay is the limitation of modern art to the present time frame in which the artist experiences. In view of this argument, I tend to disagree that modern art should be all about the present. It is my belief that modern art should also recreate the past, especially important time in history that is worth recalling. Despite this limitation, I agree with both essays that art is an individualistic in nature in that it draws a lot more from the artist’s individual body of knowledge and experience with the creation being made devoid of any competition between two or more artists. Put another way, modern art is a model of expression by the artists that tends to be very personal and of intimate connection to the artists. 
